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The View from the Chair
By Kyle Gill, Minnesota Chapter Chair
Greetings from Cloquet!
Last year at this time a lot of people were using the
phrase, “We need the rain.” It was a phrase I heard
over and over and it forced me to think: why do we
say this, where does it come from, and do I agree? My
reflections suggested that, “We need the rain” is a
simple space filler in conversations rooted in a mix of
a persistent societal fear of fire and our midwestern
agrarian culture (the crops we rely on for sustenance
need the rain). My response to the phrase and desire
to think differently about it is based on a shift in perspective and philosophy that sees drought and fire as
necessary components of the ecological communities
I work with and am a part of.

Photo credit: Paul Priestly

At the Cloquet Forestry Center, I mostly work with FDn33 ecological communities (see the NPC feature
on page 5 to learn more). I have learned of the importance of drought and fire through both tree rings
and Indigenous knowledge sharing. As such, my mindset has shifted to see both drought and fire as
community members that play a role in “xerifying” the community; in other words, they dry things out.
When present, both fire and drought favor the disturbance-loving and pyrogenic biotic species, such as
red pine, quaking aspen, blueberries, and/or bush honeysuckle. When absent, the community trends
towards more mesic species, such as beaked hazelnut and red maple. None of these are inherently right
or wrong but different expressions of the same community based upon which members are or are not
present. At first, it seemed a bit odd to think of abiotic disturbance processes as being community mem(Continued on page 2)

The Minnesota Society of American Foresters sets the standard in forest management, bringing science, best practice, and the best people
together to actively shape the future of the profession.
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bers. But it started seeming much less odd when I recognized that they meet many of the same criteria
I tended to reserve for the biotic community members: they have a life expectancy (or expected length
of presence) and they carry the ability to both directly and indirectly influence the structure, composition, and water and nutrient availability in the community.
“We need the rain” also carried with it a fear of wildfire. This was especially the case in areas with firedependent forest ecosystems, like much of northern Minnesota, where we have reduced our perspective of forests as dynamic and ever-changing and have stopped thinking of fire as part of the community. Getting to the bottom of our societal fear of wildfire is the topic of many other writings that I will
not touch on here. I encourage you to consider a shift in philosophy and mindset from fearing fire to
seeing it as mutualistic - who wouldn’t want more blueberries on the landscape?! And if you have the
desire and ability, encourage others to do the same. If this is too much of a shift, continue to reduce the
risks of loss of human life and infrastructure through using known risk-mitigation strategies like firewising, sprinklers on buildings, and encouraging more, rather than fewer, fires and other commercial
and non-commercial fuel-reduction treatments. In fact, a good step is recognizing that we need a little
bit of all of these actions in different areas because diversified mindsets and actions encourage a resilient community.
We and the communities we are a part of as foresters need both the rain and the drought and fire. In
that vein, the next time you hear, “We need the rain” please consider adding, “And our forests need the
fire.” There is much room and need in our complex and beautiful world for both.
Thanks for being a member of the SAF community. See you at the Summer Meeting on August 11. ∎

Minnesota Forester wants to hear from you!
If you would like to contribute to MNSAF’s quarterly newsletter Minnesota Forester or have suggestions for content you’d like to see, let us
know at minnesotasaf@gmail.com. We’d love to include news, stories,
and perspectives from all members throughout the state.
Minnesota Forester is edited by Amy Shaunette, Kyle Gill, and the MNSAF Communications Committee
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Chapter updates, committee updates, and other MN SAF News
Editor’s Note:
Spring and summer is a busy time for forestry professionals in Minnesota, so this issue of Minnesota
Forester, which covers Q2 of 2022 (April, May and
June) is light on chapter and committee updates.
The Communications Committee heard from several chapters about their current focus: the Lake Superior Chapter is busy planning the 2022 Duluth
5th Grade Forestry Field Day and the Headwaters
Chapter is gearing up to host this year’s Summer
Meeting. Enjoy field season, folks!
Communications Committee Update
By Amy Shaunette, Committee Chair
The Communications Committee is continuing to
implement its 2022 work plan focused on developing committee structure and systems, facilitating communication among MNSAF members, and
supporting state and local chapter leadership.
Our main focus has been publishing our quarterly
newsletter, maintaining the website, and supporting membership list management. ∎
University of Minnesota Student
Chapter Update
By Matt Russell, Student Chapter Advisor
The University of Minnesota's Forestry Club held
their annual Forester's Day celebration on
April 29. Students, faculty, and staff enjoyed ice
cream and pop outside of Green Hall on a lovely
spring day. Students also participated in pulp toss
on the ballfield on the St. Paul campus. Newcomers to the event learned quickly, and a friendly
competition took place. This summer, most students are taking part in internships, have summer jobs, or are participating in the Cloquet field
sessions. ∎

University of Minnesota Forestry Club students celebrated Forester’s Day. Photo credit: Matt Russell

Southern Chapter Tree Planting Event
By Michelle Martin, Past Chapter Chair
Please put October 7, 2022, on your calendar as
our 2022 service project. As you are all aware,
the ash population throughout the Metro Area
has been devastated by the emerald ash borer. One of our active members, Josh Obermeyer,
works at the City of Minnetonka and was awarded a grant from Hennepin County based on his
Slow Ash Mortality (SLAM) project to fight EAB
and educate the public on its methods in two distinct project areas, one being Westwood Park.
Part of this award funds planting new trees to replace trees removed due to disease.
We will be meeting at Westwood Park in Minnetonka at 1:00 pm on Friday, October 7 to plant
50–90 trees of different species, based on the
Hennepin County approved planting list. The
goal of the project is to plant in forested wetlands
so that the park can remain forested, provide
wildlife habitat, and continue to offer recreation
and aesthetic value for park users now and into
the future.
(Continued on page 4)
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Chapter updates, committee updates, and other MN SAF News
(Continued from page 3)

Snacks, beverages and comradery will be provided. After our planting is complete, we
have special pricing for volunteers for beverages
at Bear Cave Brewing at 1201 Main St, Hopkins,
MN 55344. They have great spaces for us to celebrate our accomplishments. Join us for the fun! ∎
Minnesota Forestry In the News
By Kyle Gill & Amy Shaunette

This spring, several local and regional news outlets published stories about innovative forest
management activities in Minnesota forests, featuring some of our own Minnesota SAF members!
•

“Replanting a resilient forest in the ashes of
the Greenwood Fire,” Minnesota Public Radio,
June 1, 2022

•

“Planned fire forged through partnership,”
Pine Knot News, May 20, 2022 ∎

Minnesota SAF 2022 Summer Meeting
August 11, 2022 at Leech Lake Reservation
Field tour focused on fire in
forest management

Hosted by MNSAF
Headwaters Chapter

Find the tour schedule, location, and more at
www.mnsaf.org/news
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SAF Publications: An Overlooked Benefit of Membership
By Sawyer Scherer, Minnesota Chapter Chair-Elect
Over the past few years, I have had the pleasure of serving in leadership positions within our state society. The experience of serving you all as members has often pushed me to identify the concrete benefits that we can provide. Sure, by being a member of
SAF you get opportunities to socialize and network with others in
our field through our various conventions, meetings, and events.
Membership also can be a great addition to your resume or CV,
especially as you first enter the workforce. Being a member enables access to important avenues of continuing education, and
even certification through the Certified Forester and Candidate
Certified Forester programs. You might also appreciate getting the
weekly E-Forester newsletter delivered to your email inbox, or
receiving a copy of The Forestry Source in your mailbox each
month. One of the benefits that deserves some additional attention is access to SAF’s publications and scientific journals.
When I first joined SAF as a student member in the University of
Minnesota Chapter, this benefit did not seem all that significant.
Afterall, as a student I already had access to these journals (and
nearly every other journal) through the University’s institutional
accounts. After finishing my education and entering the workforce, I became aware of how valuable this benefit is. After graduation, I no longer had the ability to utilize my status as a student to
gain access to information. As a member of SAF, I believe we all
have an obligation to a mindset of continual learning. In fact, this
mindset is embedded into the organizational Code of Ethics,
which includes a specific principle that:

Left and below: SAF publishes two scientific journals: Journal of Forestry and Forest
Science. Recent covers are pictured here.
Photo Credit: eforester.org

“Sound science is the foundation of the forestry profession. We
pledge to strive for continuous improvement in our methods
and our personal knowledge and skills; to perform only those
services for which we are qualified; and in the biological, physical, and social sciences to use the most appropriate data, methods, and technology.”
While there are various ways to gain knowledge and gain access
to information I began to rely on my membership in SAF to give
me access to some of the best Scientific Journals within the field. I
regularly use my membership to gain access to SAF’s publications
including Journal of Forestry and Forest Science.
The Society of American Foresters has contributed to the advancement of the forestry profession by providing some of the most respected scientific journals in the
field for decades. Journal of Forestry, the organizations flagship offering has been in print since 1902.
(Continued on page 6)
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Currently, Journal of Forestry is released bimonthly in January, March, May, July, September, and November. Content is diverse, with articles highlighting relevant research on all aspects of the profession. The
mission of the journal is to keep working forest management professionals informed about significant
developments and ideas in the many facets of forestry.
In the 1955, SAF began publishing Forest Science, a journal dedicated to sharing fundamental and applied research in forestry and natural resources. Content ranges widely and includes all aspects of the
biological and social sciences which are essential to the advancement of responsible forestry. Forest Science is published bimonthly in February, April, June, August, and December.
Starting in 1977, SAF again expanded its offering by developing 3 regional journals, the Northern Journal
of Applied Forestry, the Southern Journal of Applied Forestry, and the Western Journal of Applied Forestry.
Each of these regional journals provided regionally specific applied forestry research with a focus on
practical information for practitioners. In 2013, SAF streamlined operations and merged the regional
journals with Forest Science, where applied and regionally specific content are incorporated through
various issues.
Membership in SAF gives you access to all these Journals including current and past issues (including
the regional journals). For those of you with Gold or Platinum level memberships, you might receive
these publications in print form. For most members, access will be through the Publications tab on the
SAF Website.
Whether you are interested in reading a classic article from the past like Aldo Leopold’s 1921
“Wilderness and Its Place in Forest Recreational Policy,” or learning about the latest developments in
the areas of forest mensuration such as Green’s et al.’s 2022 article “Small Area Estimation in Diverse
Timber Types Using Multiple Sources of Auxiliary Data” you can find it all in SAF’s professional journals.
In future issues of this newsletter, we will include begin to highlight articles being published in SAF’s
publications. Our primary focus will be on highlighting new research with regionally relevant information and publications authored by our own Minnesota SAF members but may include “blasts from the
past” to highlight particularly interesting or impactful papers from the publication archive. ∎

Native Plant Community Spotlight
Northern Dry-Mesic Mixed Woodland (FDn33)
The FDn33 forest type is ubiquitous in northern Minnesota, with its familiar
patchwork of conifers and hardwoods. Its sandy soils are home to all three
pine species native to Minnesota (red, white, and jack pine), black spruce,
quaking aspen, and paper birch. Overstory composition varies from purely
coniferous to a mixed canopy to purely deciduous. Current climate change
models predict hardwood species like northern red oak, red maple, and bigtoothed aspen may increase with a warming climate, while a wetter climate
may facilitate growth of conifers including balsam fir, white spruce, and
black spruce. A large percentage of FDn33 forests remain undisturbed,
though fire and wind have caused disturbances in earlier history.

Photo credit: John Almendinger, MNDNR

Source: Minnesota Department of Natural Resources ECS & Silviculture
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Collaborative Ecocultural Restoration of Fire at the University
of Minnesota Cloquet Forestry Center
By Kyle Gill, Minnesota State Chair
In this photo essay, I give you an introduction to the ecocultural restoration-focused
prescribed fire regime we’ve been able to
initiate at the University of Minnesota Cloquet Forestry Center (CFC).

On May 11 and 17, 2022, we worked with
fire on nearly 80 acres of the CFC’s FDn33
northern dry-mesic mixed woodland community. We’ve been working towards this
for over six years. At first, the goal was to
include prescribed fire as part of the stewardship portfolio at the CFC simply for ecological restoration. But the goal has since
shifted to being “ecocultural restoration”
due to my evolving understanding of historical and contemporary indigenous American
perspectives of fire (see Johnson et al 2022
or z.umn.edu/camp8 for more details).
There are a lot of ecological and cultural
reasons to restore fire to portions of our fire
dependent forest communities. In summary,
the practice of burning is a tool in the toolbelt of long-term land stewardship and it
develops our relationships with the land,
with the biotic and abiotic community members, and between institutional and human
partners. Restoration of fire required a huge
amount of administrative and in-field planning because Minnesota’s liability laws
around fire are very strict. We are grateful
to the many partners who have helped us
reinitiate a burning regime. These include
the land, the Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa (FDL), the Forest Stewards
Guild, The Nature Conservancy, the Bureau
of Indian Affairs, Bois Forte Band of Chippewa, the Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe, the Mille
Lacs Band of Ojibwe, and the Grand Portage
Band of Lake Superior Chippewa. Our burn
plan is available at z.umn.edu/
cfcburnplan2020. ∎

Above: Pre–burn wildland fire stewards briefing and
Fond du Lac-led ceremony. Photo credit: Kyle Gill
Below: Vern Northrup, Fond du Lac elder and retired
wildland fire professional, ignites the first test fire of our
contemporary burning regime on the northwest corner
of the Cabin unit, which is a stone’s throw away from our
“faculty cabin.”
Photo credit: Lane Johnson
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Fire tickles the crowns,
boles, and roots of 40year old red pine in the
red pine timber management-focused Otter
Creek unit. Using fire
in a timber management stand will support overall community health and wellness
and can be thought of
as long-term site preparation for the next cohort of red pine.
Photo credit: Kyle Gill

Ignitions at the bases of
200 year old red and white
pine in the Camp 8 unit.
The goal for this portion of
the CFC community has
been to steward it as an
example of the preEuropean forest but we’ve
been excluding fire by excluding fire igniters since
1909 (see z.umn.edu/
camp8). Igniting surface
fire with indigenous collaborators is an act of land
acknowledgement.
Photo credit: Lane Johnson
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Burn Boss Scott Posner
and Rachael Olesiak
“peel the onion one
layer at a time” in the
Camp 8 unit by patiently and slowly
bringing fire down the
heavily-fueled western
slope. Many lightseverity entries will be
required to fully restore burning’s ecological function in this
community because it
has been excluded for
so long.
Photo credit: Lane
Johnson

Green-up in the Camp
8 unit three weeks after burning. Bracken
fern are taking full advantage of the open
post-burn understory
conditions. Mid-story
paper birch have
leafed-out but will
mostly die by the end
of the growing season.
Fire is the abiotic community member we are
actively restoring in
order to support pyrogenic biotic community
members, such as blueberries, sweetferns,
wintergreens, bush
honeysuckles, red
pines, and humans. ∎
Photo credit: Kyle Gill
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Explore “Our Working Mosaic” at the 2022 SAF National Convention
Join forestry and natural resources professionals from across the country in Baltimore, MD, this fall at the
2022 SAF National Convention! Join us September 20-24 as we explore the landscape, the people who work
in it, and the work that we do through innovation keynote and technical sessions. We will also be hosting preconference workshops, technical field tours, innovation zones, Quiz Bowl, and more!
Attend as a Group and Save at SAF2022
SAF is offering discounted group registration rates for students and government agency employees at the
2022 SAF National Convention. Students can register under a discounted classroom rate for up to 25 students, and government agency employees can register under a discounted group rate for up to 5 employees.
These discounted rates are offered throughout the entire registration period.
Stay in the Know with the SAF2022 Convention Blog
Wondering what's in store for the 2022 SAF National Convention? Check out the SAF2022 blog to find out! A
new blog post will be published on the third Wednesday of each month where you'll read first-hand accounts
about convention news from planning committee members, speakers, sponsors, and more.
Donate Items for SAF's National Convention Raffle and Silent Auction
All SAF units, members, and friends are encouraged to donate items to the raffle and silent auction for this
year's national convention in Baltimore. Suitable items to donate include artwork, forestry tools, hand-crafted
items, specialty foods, gift cards, and anything else you think might elicit a bid. This year's in-person convention raffle and silent auction will support the Foresters' Fund and Kurt Gottschalk Science Fund (KGSF).

More information available at safconvention.org
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2022 MN SAF Officer Directory
Statewide Officers

Headwaters Chapter

Chair: Kyle Gill

Chair: Victoria Jari

kggill@umn.edu

victoria.jari@state.mn.us

Chair-Elect: Sawyer Scherer

Chair-Elect: John Segari

sawyer.scherer@upm.com

johnsegari@gmail.com

Secretary & Treasurer: Kylee Berger

Secretary & Treasurer: Mike Shearen

kylee.berger@state.mn.us

michael.shearen@state.mn.us

Southern Chapter

Lake Superior Chapter

Chair & Chair-Elect: Emma Schultz

Chair: Kelvin Tryon

emma.shultz@state.mn.us

kelvin.tryon@usda.gov

Treasurer: Lane Moser

Chair-Elect: Kirsten Rosenberger

moser196@umn.edu

krosenberger0461@gmail.com

Secretary: Laura Reuling

Secretary & Treasurer: Nate Anderson

lreuling@umn.edu

natelanderson@gmail.com

2022 MN SAF Committee Directory
Awards: Sawyer Scherer

Forests For Humanity: Rick Dahlman

sawyer.scherer@upm.com

rdahlman47@gmail.com

Communications: Amy Shaunette

Policy: Josh Obermeyer

shaun001@umn.edu

jobermeyer@minnetonkamn.gov

Diversity, Equity, Inclusion: Rachael Dube

Education: vacant

rachael.dube.mn@gmail.com

Membership: vacant

Foresters Fund: John Segari

Historian/Archivist: vacant

johnsegari@gmail.com

Please notify us of errors or omissions at minnesotasaf@gmail.com.
If you would like to fill a vacant leadership position or join a committee, please
contact the appropriate person as listed in the directory.
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